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Animal welfare is in the eye of the beholder. Some

consumers are willing to pay more for products from

companies with reputations that align with their beliefs.

The concept of animal welfare is shaped, in-part, by the

ethics of what constitutes a quality life. With a heavy

animal activist influence, the consumer is the primary

stakeholder driving the dynamics of change in how

poultry are raised in the United States.
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Sustainability is defined as “the ability to be maintained at a certain rate or level” but today

the most common use for the term is referring to how we can make changes that do not

negatively affect the environment. 

 

In other words, we should meet today’s needs without compromising the ability of future

generations to meet their needs. Successful corporations must be committed to being good

stewards of the environment and of the social landscapes in which they operate. 

 

Animal welfare is an important stewardship anchor in the social landscape of the poultry

industry.

What is Sustainability?

Environmental Stewardship is 
not Animal Welfare Stewardship

Environmental stewardship, animal welfare,

and corporate sustainability commitments may

not always align. 

 

Ultimately, food affordability and consumer

preferences shape the evolution of the poultry

industry’s commitments both to sustainability

and to animal welfare. 

 

However, raising animals to higher welfare

standards and producing products with a lower

carbon footprint may tip the corporate

sustainability scale.



Let us know your thoughts,
please leave any comments or

questions here

M A Y  2 0 2 0  |  V O L .  2

Animal welfare is essential to the sustainability

of the poultry industry because healthy animals

provide consumers with a healthy product. 

 

Independent of consumer demands, it is the

corporate responsibility of the poultry industry

to assure their birds are raised with high

welfare standards. 

 

The incorporation of science-based indicators

of animal welfare into animal welfare

assurance programs is the key to the

sustainability of the poultry industry.

Animal welfare is often under the same

umbrella as sustainability because

improvements in both are viewed as progress

towards the future. 

 

In other words, any improvement in animal

welfare potentially has less impact on the

surrounding environment. However, the

relationships between poultry production,

welfare, and the impact of production on the

environment are complex and difficult to

balance.

Animal Welfare Sustainability in Context

"Animal welfare is essential
to the sustainability of the
poultry industry, because
healthy animals provide a

healthy product."

The term animal welfare is defined as "the

welfare of an individual is its state in

regards to its attempts to cope with its

environment"(Broom, 1986). 

 

Animal welfare assessments are criteria for

measuring sustainability because the public

will not accept animal products from

systems that cause poor welfare.

What is Animal Welfare?

https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bra2KaaG3MEyHgF

