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With COVID-19 affecting many aspects of our lives, more and more
people are considering starting their own flocks of chickens for the
purpose of producing their own eggs. Fears about egg shortages
are reportedly prompting some people to buy chicks to the extent
that some business cannot keep up with demand.  However, panic
buying of chicks during the pandemic may not be the best idea.
 
Raising chickens can be rewarding, but there are key things to
consider before buying chickens.
 
Chickens become mature at about 5 to 6 months of age, which
means that when you buy chicks from the store, you will not have
any eggs until 5 or 6 months from now. Buying chicks today is not
going to do anything for your current situation.
 
There are many different types of chickens, and not all types are
equal in terms of how efficient they are at producing eggs.
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Chickens are intelligent, complex creatures that have very specific needs.

You have to be sure you can provide them with what they need.

Food, water and
shelter
Space, perches
and nests
Plan ahead
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Let us know your thoughts, please leave
any comments or questions hre

Food and water
 
Chickens need fresh, clean water every day.

Food, water and shelter

Housing and shelter
 

Chickens need shelter from the elements.
There are many different options available, such as
hoop structures, so-called chicken tractors and
pre-made or homemade sheds and coops.
 
There should be enough space for air to circulate
freely and dry flooring to keep their feet healthy. 
 
Wet or soiled flooring or ground can result in
foot problems and other health issues over time.

The type of food the birds need depends on
how old they are and whether they are laying
eggs or not.
 
The nutritional requirements for chicks are
different from those of older birds that are
laying eggs.
 
Even if the birds are able to go outside and
forage for bugs and plants, they will still need
a balanced diet that contains all of the
vitamins and minerals necessary for growth
and production.
 

Fencing and protection
 

Fencing is essential to keep chickens in and
wild animals out. 
There are many different options available, so
make sure to do your research beforehand.
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Important
questions to consider
before you buy chicks

What are the local ordinances where you

live – are you permitted to have chickens? 

How much space do you have available to

raise birds? 

How many birds do you want to raise? 

Are you keeping the birds indoors or

outdoors? 

Are you able to protect them from

predators, both from the air and the

ground?

Can you ensure appropriate biosecurity;

ensure you and your birds will not get sick?
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Let us know your thoughts, please leave
any comments or questions here

Space, perches and nests

Only females lay eggs, and you do not need a rooster
for the hens to lay; they will continue to lay eggs

even when no rooster is present. 
Once the birds have started laying eggs, they can

stay productive for up to two years.

Space
 

Chickens will need more space as they grow,
about 1.5 to 2 square feet of space per bird. 
Not providing enough space leads to crowding,
which can affect the health and well-being of the
flock. 
 
Birds also need to have enough space for eating
and drinking to prevent fighting.

 

Do your homework before you buy chicks

Make sure you know whether your chicks are vaccinated, and consider (additional) vaccines

to ensure flock health

Identify a veterinarian or expert who you can talk to when your chickens need care or are ill

Have a plan for what to do if you can no longer care for the chickens

Plan ahead
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Perches (roosts)
 

Chickens are very motivated to perch, especially
at night. Perching also helps maintain bone
strength. 
Providing plenty of perch space will avoid
competition within the flock.

 
Nests

 
Mature birds that are laying eggs need proper
nests to lay their eggs in. 
 
Having enough nests for the number of birds is
essential; too few nests and you risk having birds
fight over nest space.
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